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REPEAT IT LIKE 
A MANTRA 
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writer + storytellers + penciler inks colors 
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Ey ONE OF US KNOWS 
EXACTLY WHERE 
À SCHLICTING IS 
HEADED... 
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UNTIL THE FEDS FOUND OUT 
THE PORK SALVATORE DONATO 
WAS SUPPLYING WAS REALLY 
HEROIN, COCAINE AND 
ECSTASY. = = 
DONATO USED ТО RUN THE 


CHICAGO MOBS BEFORE BEING 
(E> "PROMOTED" TO NORTH JERSEY. 


BACK THEN, HE EMPLOYED 
А GOPHER NAMED FRANKIE. 


THANK YOU, FRANKIE. Fay IT'S OKAY, MARY. 
I'M SORRY IT CAME À EVERYTHING' 
TO THIS. I AM. Te ‘COOL NOW. 


SAL ASKED FRANKIE, WHO 
HAD GROWN UP TO BE 
QUITE A PLAYER, TO HELP 
GET A SYNTHETIC ORGAN 
HE KNEW WOULD SAVE 
HIS LIFE. 


GRATA. 
HELPING HIM 
WOULD KILL THE 
CONSTRICTOR'S 
REP. 


WHEN FRANKIE BECAME 
WHAT HER FATHER WAS, 
‘SHE LEFT CHICAGO... AND 
MADE R NEW LIFE FOR 

HERSELF IN NEW YORK. 
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DYSFUNCTIONAL... 
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SIX WEEKS WHY'D HE GET 
LEFT... BUMPED? 
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H BEIN' NEXT UP, HE'D HAVE 

Y TO WRIT ANOTHER SIX WEEKS 
[| FOR A NEW ORGAN TO BE FOUND. 


TRUST 
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Dear Dealers Choice, 

Sabretooth no longer 
has hís indestructible 
skeleton? | wasn't expecting that to happen 
I'm assuming that it was removed by 
Apocalypse, thanks to Mr. Sinister's 
cryptic words. Are we also supposed to 
assume that it was Apocalypse who gave it 
to Sabretooth in the first place? He was, 
after all, responsible for Wolverine's original 
adamantium skeleton 

1) It's always nice to see the Marauders, 
So | was happy lo see them here. But 
Where's Vertigo? And why does everyone 
call Mr. Sinister “Sinister” nowadays? His 
name is MR. Sinister. Either I'm the only one 
who remembers, or I'm the only one who 
cares. | always liked the Mt: maybe I'm the 
only one who does. 

2) There's that dang vial again, what 
could be in it? Hmmm. 

3) Baron Strucker, the Fenris twins, Sgt 
Fury, more time travel stuff, etc? | can't wait. 
Keep up the great work, and get Steve back 
to the drawing table, 


Daron Jensen 
daronjensen@hotmail.com 


Right off the bat, Daron, yes, 
Sabretooth no longer has the 
adamantium. Whether it was taken from 
him by Apocalypse, we're not tellin’. But 
m can check out WOLVERINE #145 for the 
ШІ story. Here's another thing, Daron, it 
wasn't Apocalypse that gave Wolverine the 
adamantium in the first place, it was the 
Weapon X program. Just thought 
you'd like to know. Now on to your 
questions/comments 
1) Now for "Mr." Sinister, that will 
deeg be his name, but sometimes 
people just shorten it. We think the "Mr." 
should always be included in his name, 
because it just makes him that more evil. 
Plus, a man of such evil deserves some 
respect, right? We assume that си is 
still around, because Scalphunter said in 
issue #9 that all the Marauders were still 
around, but only in 
clone form. 
2) We're not 
tellin’! 

3) So, you like 
the time travel 
stuff, huh? Be sure 
to be here for the 
next three issues to 


MARK 
POWERS 


see Gambit 
jouncing aroun 
E the 18005. 


Dear Mark and the 


rest. 

GAMBIT £9 was 
another enjoyable 
issue of a series 
didn't expect to like. 


DeaLer's Cuoscæ Q 


When Chris Claremont first 

created this character, | thought 

that he would make an interesting 

minor character in X-Men, perhaps as a 
somewhat darker version of Nightcrawler. 
Over the years, however, Gambit became yet 
another "mystery man" in the team, a 
morose loner brooding over mysterious 
events in his past. Over the years, his 
mysteries" were revealed, and the results 
were disappointing. | can't think of anything 
more damaging to the character than 
inserting him into the Morlock Massacre. 

With this type of bias, | was apathetic 
towards a new Gambit series. Bad enough 
he was shoehorned into the team last fall 

thout any real repercussions from his 
actions (why didn't Kurt, Peter, or Kitty seem 
to care about Remy s role in the Massacre?) 
but now Marvel wanted to give this guy à 
monthly series. | didn't expect to care, but 
the third or fourth issue won me over. 
Despite my reservations over Remy's more 
recent characterization and his inserted 
back-story, | began to enjoy this title. 

Congratulations to Fabian and everyone 
involved for winning me over. 

GAMBIT #9 is a great example why | like 
this series. | love the way Fabian Nicieza has 
been able to pull together so many various 
aspects of continuity into one title. Alan 
Davis is doing something similar in the two 
main books, and it's a treat for long-time 
fans. In the latest GAMBIT, Fabian was able 
to tie together such separate events as 
Sabretooth's adamantium, the recent 
Shattering’ story line, and the mysterious 
vial Sinister gave Gambit. Heck, there's even 
a reference to "Bang... you dead!” from a 
very early Gambit appearance. The way 
Fabian presented all of this together in a new 
story is very, very impressive and proof that 
a lot of potential still exists in the 
X-Universe. 

The use of Mr. Sinister in this issue was 
probably what | liked best. I'll confess to a 
fondness towards the way Fabian wrote 
Sinister back on X-MEN. When written well, 
Sinister is just a cool character. The way he 
views people as experiments, his cold 
distance, his dry wit.. | love it. The 
interaction between him and Remy was 
great; | can't wait until Sinister's next 
appearance in this book. 

The ending was also great. 1 don't think 
anyone saw this one coming. Were the 
Courier's mutant powers revealed before 
this issue? | loved the way Remy 
outsmarted Sinister at the end, and the 
revelation that Gambit and Scalphunter were 
friends was a nice touch. For the first time, 
| was actually interested in what's in that 
vial. Here's hoping we get a resolution on 
that subplot soon, 

Well, | thought I'd drop a note to tell you 
guys that you're doing good work on this 
title. A year ago, | was sorely tempted to give 

MARVEL Comics 
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up оп the X-titles, but now | find 
myself eagerly awaiting UNCANNY 
X-MEN, X-MEN, and GAMBIT. 
Congratulations to Alan Davis and Fabian 
Nicieza for winning me over. 
Robert Wisham 
Americus, GA 


Robert, thank you for the kind words 
you've paid us and Fabian. When we first 
started to read your letter, we thought we 
were going to get bashed, but it turned out 
to be full of complements. We've been 

jettin' a lot of letters praising us for our 
ing up continuity," which is real cool 
‘cause there was a fair amount of danglin 
subplots. We're glad.you're enjoying it too! 
nce again ít seems that everyone 
loves the appearance of our good friend 
Mr. Sinister. In the past, Fabian wrote so 
many great stories about him in the 
X-MÊN;now he's doing the same in 
GAMBIT. As far as the contents of the vial, 
that's a story for another time. 


Greetings Mr. Powers, 
Re: Gambit #9 
Wahoo for the return of Sinister! | had 
been looking for him since issue #1. Odd, 
however, that he seemed to be packing 
everything that was needed this issue, from 
Creed's miracle cure to the object of 
Gambit's desire. Kind of convenient, huh, 
guys? 
| did like the episode with Scalphunter 
and the fighting was great. What is the deal 
with Courier? He sure acts like a sissy, 
despite his now apparent durability! More of 
this, please! My only real problem with this 
issue was the lack of attention given to 
Creed's state of weakness by Gambit. To 
most everyone, Sabretooth in a greatly 
reduced state is more than quite a shock, but 
to ol’ Remy it was no big deal. | understand 
they have a very rough past, but if anyone 
should appreciate a foe in such a 
compromised position it would be Gambit. 
He toyed with him, but never really appeared 
astonished by Creed's state of being. Overall 
1 am really enjoying this book again. Keep 
up the great work. 
Ronnie Dingman 
Louisville, KY 


It seems that we have another big fan of 
Mr. Sinister here! Wow, you guys really 
come out of the woodwork! If we'd known 
that he was goin' to create this much of a 
commotion, we'd just put him in every 
issue. What we want to know is why do you 
find it convenient that Mr. Sinister had 
what Remy wanted? From what we've 
seen, ol' Mr. Nasty has a little bit of 
something on everyone. 

Now, as for the lack of attention that 
Gambit paid Sabretooth's weakened state, 
we don't think it was intentional. We think 


Gambit was more dumbfounded to see ol’ 
Vic ripped to shreds. Anybody or anything 
that could do that is certainly a 
powerhouse to be concerned about. 


Hiya, folks, 
1 must say l'm intrigued by this Momentary 
Princess and how it links Remy s Clan with 
Strucker & Fenris-- and the Witness! Good 
to see Fury & his Howling Commandos 
again, too! Any chance we might see Fury 
again in this title? 

So, Warren might be out for payback, eh? 
What will Marrow think of that, 
| wonder? Only a matter of time before she 
finds out, | guess (I'm stunned she hasn't 
heard already - though | guess I'm not 
surprised the X-Men are handling the whole 
thing with kid gloves. Still, you'd think she 
would've overheard someone discussing it 
in all this time!). She seems to look up to 
these two, more so than many of the other 
X-Men, so future developments should be 
intriguing, to say the least! 


Paul Slattery 
pms@ringstead.freeserve.co.uk 


Paul, glad you're diggin' the book! We 
don't know about his Commandos, but you 
can be sure that Nick Fury will show up in 
the book again. It's just a matter of time. 
By the way, didn't Steve Skroce do a fab 
job on that issue? 

We don't know if Archangel is out for 
revenge, be he sure wants Gambit to 
explain some things. As will Marrow if she 
ever finds out Gambit had a hand in the 
Morlock Massacre. Then again, who knows 
how she'll react to something like that! 


Merry GAMBIT Crew! 

First off, | just have to say l've been a fan 
of Gambits since | started reading the 
X-MEN back in '96. He has that Mr. Wrong 
air about him but with a heart of gold when 
it comes to the people he loves. Now for a 
few questions. 

1) Who exactly is the New Son? We saw 
an image of him a few issues back, and it 
makes me think of Xavier! He's done astral 
projections before, so it somewhat makes 
Sense. 

2) Is Gambit supposed to be one of the 
Twelve? This again comes from the New 
Son, who is preparing Gambit for the 
coming of Apocalypse. | mean sure, Gambit 
is a wild card in the X-Men team but after the 
trial' he showed where his loyalties are. He 
is a true hero! 

3) In issue # 9, Fontanelle visits the Tithe 
Collector in his dreams and sees Gambit 100 
years іп the past! Could Gambit have taken 
the elixir of life that far back, or did he 
time-travel to that time on some sort of 
mission? 

4) And finally, when will Gambit and 
Rogue get back together? lf and when they 
do, will she have more control over her 
powers? 

Until Gambit dresses in drag and does the 
hula, Make Mine MARVEL! 

Phaedra Steele 
mysst77@penn.com 


Phaedra, you hit that nail right on the 
head! That "Mr. Wrong" air about Gambit 
has definitely done something right for us. 
No doubt about that! But now, let's get to 


the good part-- your questions 

1) It we told you who the New Son was, 
why read the book? Trust us, when you find 
out the identity of the New Son, you'll be 
pleasantly surprised. 

2) We're not goin' to give you that 
answer here, but just think, you only have 
to wait a week for your answer. On sale 
next week is UNCANNY X-MEN #376, and 
that's where you'll find the answer to the 
question everyone and their mother has 
been askin'--Who are the Twelve? 

3) Wow!!! 0 for 3, Phaedra! Again, 
we're pleading the fifth on this one. But 
tune in next month for our double-sized 
issue where you'll find out a couple of 
secrets Gambit and his supporting cast 
have been hiding from everyone. (Wanna 
see the Tithe Collector? Check him out in 
the next three issues.) 


Dear Dealer's Choice, 

1 have a great idea for a story. You know 
how Wolverine and the Thing and Nick Fury 
and Captain America are always playing 
poker? Well, you could have one of those 
card games going on, but you could have 
Gambit there playing with them. You could 
have Wolverine with a pair of threes, and 
Gambit has, like, a full house. But Wolverine 
is such a Qood bluffer, that Gambit gets 
scared he's going to lose! So when 
Wolverine says, “What do you got there, 
Cajun?” Remy just throws his cards (which 
he has charged with kinetic energy, by the 
'way) into Wolverines face!!! 

Ah, but it doesn't end there, true 
believers! Even though Logans healing 
factor kicks in, he's still mighty upset with ol 
Remy, but before he can say “Snikt”, Cap 
and the ever-lovin' blue-eyed Thing are 
holding back the old canucklehead from 
pounding Gambit into gumbo! Meanwhile 
Nick Fury's just laughing it up, having a great 
time spectating! 

What do you think? 

Well, hopefully I be the next writer to 
take over Gambit, but I'm certainly іп no 
hurry to replace Fabulous Fabian Nicieza. 
That guy is AWESOME!!! I'm just surprised 
he didn't think of my idea first!!! 

Well, until Gambits mountain bike needs 
a new paint job, Make Mine Marvel!!! 

Edward V. Tan 
(address withheld by request) 


Sounds like you've got quite an 
imagination there, Eddy! Keep cultivating 
those interesting ideas, and soon you may 
be finding yourself among the mighty 
Marvel writing ranks! But for now, we're 
all pleased as punch with the the dynamite 
job that Fabian and Steve are doing, and if 
sounds like you are too! 


BE HERE NEXT MONTH 
FOR OUR DOUBLE-SIZED 
ISSUE #12!!! THERE 
WILL BE SPECIAL 
APPEARANCES BY: THE 
MENGO BROTHERS, 
DOOMBOTS, A TIME 
MACHINE, AND THE 
MYSTERIOUS АРАМ 
WORTH. SEE YA IN 30 
FOR PART ONE OF THE 
TIME TRAP! 
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[Ў оемме. THE BEDSIDE 
OF JUDGE BUECHLER. 
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KNOW IT WAS 
SCHEDULED FOR. 
SURGERY TONIGHT, 
WHICH IS WHY I 
WAS SO PEEVED 

AT FRANKIE. 
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YOU'RE 


MATT MURDOCK CHOKES ON 
THE WORDS: "YOUR HONOR." 
HE MIGHT NEVER BE ABLE TO 
CALL JUDGE HARRIS BUECHLER 
THAT AGAIN... 
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